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About LifeStone

LifeStone Ministries is the rebranding of the historic brand Gospel Worker Society.
For almost 125 years, we have provided biblically sound nondenominational,
fundamental Christian literature for all ages. The first seed of this endeavor
was planted in 1895 under the direction of the Reverend William Brunner
Musselman, a Mennonite preacher from Pennsylvania. After the founding of the
Gospel Worker Society, a twofold missionary initiative was launched to reach
people who were not reached by the churches in their communities and to
encourage people to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Savior. The
purpose of this ministry was accomplished through missionary meetings, daily
distribution of religious tracts and literature, tent meetings, and saloon work.
Missions were set up in gospel-neglected towns, and their number increased as
the ministry grew. In 1922, after much expansion and several name changes,
what had begun as the Herald Publishing House came to be known as Union
Gospel Press. Since its founding, Union Gospel Press has been a beacon of

faith, outreach, and hope. The work begun by Reverend Musselman continues
to grow under the ownership and steadfast direction of our newly renamed
LifeStone Ministries.

Our Mission
Empowering Christian disciples to make disciples!

Our Vision

We seek to glorify God by building Christian leaders’ conviction and confidence to help transform
people into the image of Christ through biblical resources and real-life application training.
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Bible Teaching You Can Trust

LifeStone

DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES

® A trusted source of Bible exposition for over one hundred years

® Nondenominational

® Uncompromising biblical and ethical standards

® Theologically conservative

Honey found in King Tut’s tomb is said to still be edible
after more than three thousand years. Honey apparently
has an extremely long shelf life! The Word of God is
much like honey. The ancient words of Scripture have
been preserved for us and will never spoil or lose their
sweetness. The psalmist declared, “How sweet are thy
words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my
mouth!” (Ps. 119:103).

Union Gospel Press has been dispensing the sweet nectar

of God’s eternal Word for over one hundred twenty years.

Bible exposition has always been our focus, with solid
Scripture-based teaching for all ages.

A steadfast commitment to the unchanging truth of
Scripture is the foundation of our ministry. By God’s
grace, we have successfully resisted many dubious

trends and popular digressions within American
Christianity. And our long history shows that we uphold
uncompromising biblical, doctrinal, and ethical standards.

With over twenty-five publications, graded and correlated
to every age group, Union Gospel Press is a major
resource for trustworthy and meaningful Bible-teaching
materials. This has been true since 1902, and with the
Lord’s help we intend to always maintain that distinction.

It is exciting for us to press forward into our newest
endeavor: a five-day Bible curriculum that can be used
by homeschoolers, Christian schools, and families who
want their children to have a thorough understanding
of God’s Holy Word. We encourage you to explore the
Bible-learning opportunities this outstanding set of
publications has for you.

Let's look at what makes our Bible-teaching material so trusted!

Dedicated writers from around the country use their knowledge and study to mine the valuable wisdom
and insight in each Bible passage. These writers are typically pastors and Bible teachers who have practical

experience in communicating biblical truth.

Trained editors carefully evaluate the manuscripts for accuracy. They seek out not only issues of grammar
and punctuation but factual and theological problems as well.

A nonsectarian approach keeps our literature from unhealthy extremes. Since our goal is to exposit
Scripture faithfully, we work hard to present the clear meaning of the text and offer no interpretations that
are representative of only certain segments of Christianity.

Conservative theology ensures that our material uncompromisingly champions such bedrock realities as
the verbal inspiration of Scripture, the deity of Christ, the virgin birth, Christ’s substitutionary atonement,
and His bodily resurrection. All our writers and editors are committed to doctrinal purity.



Bible Expositor and Illuminator

For Adults Ages 18 & Up

If you need an extensive teaching manual that contains anything
you could ever need to enrich your weekly lesson, look no
further. As our anchor publication, the Bible Expositor and
[lluminator contains a variety of features to help you share the
rich truths of Scripture.

This comprehensive teaching manual is written by outstanding
Christian workers, seminary-trained writers, and dedicated
Bible scholars. It contains an abundance of teaching methods,
explanatory materials, and practical applications that the teacher
should study before each Sunday’s lesson. Each fourteen-page
lesson has a detailed, verse-by-verse exposition, a section of mountains
guidance for the superintendent, questions and topics for study and the hills
and discussion, helps on how to prepare and teach the lesson, shall bredk forth ‘g.
an illustration for the board, an article that relates the lesson to _ before yotrinto 7,
world missions, an in-depth study on the golden text, a feature -8t ging..
that discusses the lesson in light of Jewish history, a detailed Isaiah 551271 e
discussion of the lesson’s high points, and practical anecdotes 3
that supplement the Bible study. In every issue there are
stimulating editorials, questions for quarterly review, daily Bible :
readings, and a list of the topics for the next quarter. Teachers will Wi
want to share the rich truths of the Scriptures with their students Vinter QUO' rter
through the excellent Bible study resources in this publication. I January | February
2024-25
The Bible Expositor and Illuminator is available in a large-print
edition and is also available in an e-book editions on these sites:
Amazon, iTunes, and Kobo. 192 pages, published quarterly
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Home Study

For Adults Ages 18 & Up

Home Study is perfect for those who are unable to attend
class or a Bible study regularly, including shut-ins, firemen, _
nurses, and police. Lesson exposition, practical points, daily ’ ¥
meditations, inspirational articles, and poems help draw

readers into fellowship with God in the comfort of their
own home.

Home Study is especially for members who are temporarily
away from their classrooms to keep up with the material
that is studied each week by their class friends, but it is
also an excellent source to use for personal Bible study at
home. Each lesson contains an exposition of the Scripture
lesson, plus practical points that reinforce the lesson. The
Scripture lesson text is in large print for those who may
have difficulty reading smaller type. A daily meditation is
provided for each day of the week. Inspirational articles,
poems to draw the reader into close fellowship with

God, and a section that discusses a few places and people
mentioned in the lessons are included in each issue.

moun taing
=and the hlﬂ.s

Home Study is available in a large-print edition and is also
available in an e-book edition on these sites: Amazon,
iTunes, and Kobo.

64 pages, published quarterly

Sample Pages

Priscilla, Aquila, FOR DALY MEDITATION 7255 i FOR COMFORT AND CHALLENGE

God to reveal to you if you have made »

d A “ good secandary thing more important
MONDAY, Feb. 17, Acts 18:12-17.
; 1han it should be:
an pollos Paul on Trial in Corinth, Gallo re- e Heaven Poured Out
" , fused to hear the Jews' case against FRIDAY, Feb. 21,
Lesson Text: Acts 18:1-4, 18-21, 24-28 Paul. I t had béen & oriminal charge, | Cor, 3110, Somiromhasky
Related Scriptures: Acts 18:5-17; Romans 16:3-6; | Corinthians 3:1-10 hewould have heard them, but he was  payrs Fellow Laborer. Paul and For aviy sinner on sarth.
not going fo make a judgment o0 JeW-  appiigs both accompiished impartant e oIy
TIME: A.D. 50 PLACES: Corinth; Ephesus ish religious practices. This 5613 Very 1acks. However, God ultimately gives
early precedent that holding Christian / ” i Lowa uncestraind—
' t growth, and 50 the division in Corinth Cakvry showed us i1s worth
beliefs was nat isherently againet R0 g petty and warkdly. It is natural to
s man Law, although state persecution
by their occupation they were tentmakers (Acts 16:3). Yy ol L e favarite pastors and lsaders. How-
didorise later Mﬁl&usnukl’uild«!‘ﬂm hosa who It we believe
e not against us are for us (Mark 8:38- We may receive
B S gion | BB 1) We shouid not bicker and ight with Into aur famished soul
oo Poul's Helpers. Poul greets over twer-  gng anather but work together for the Heaven's sweet Gift,
Lesson Exposition 1y ecol o s hap of R Gl hormui
tis striking that he greets both women Us from the devils contral.
Phoebe in verse 1) and  SATURDAY, Feb. 22,
The text for this lesson discusses  the emperor's mothation behind this man. Thete dee boi feiah an Qo | Cor 164523,
Paul's second missionary journey. action. One ancient writer seemed to names. Soma names were cOMmON F1  pyy Shares News and Greetings. ‘Some blessed day
Paul's missionary work in Corinth was  indicate there was sirife among the slaues, while othars may INdicate NODIRY.  Tho Corinthians were divided into fac- Up then away
central (Acts 18:1-17). AErward, the  Jews themselves, perhaps because The gospel of Jesus Christ is not sor 1481 tians of Paul and Apolos, but Paul and Inta Hia glovies. shove
chapter follows Paul's return to An-  some believed in Christ. This confran- one particular group but is goad nevs 10T Apgilos were n speaking tems Let us Wa ghall sscand
tioch, stopping by Ephesus ontheway  tation could have brought action fram all humenity. ot waste our energy fighting each other Ever to spend .
Ivss. 18-23). The chapter concludes  Claudius. but devote ourselves ta serviee in humil- Aeons with Him in His love.
with a description of Apolios's effec-  Paul stayed with Aquila and Priscilla by bl iDL ity. Pray for bumble unity and an increas- —Mabel Glean Haldeman
thveneas, wihile in Corinth (v 3). Paul worked the s ing love for tha Lord, for such love is cen-
N same trade as the couple, 5o he felt Help for Apolles in His Ministry. yra) 0 our iaith iva. 22).
PAUL 18:1-4 i tham. Poul urged Titus ond the belicvers God Is Love

Friendship (Acts 18:1-3).In 27 a.c., ey at Crete 1o help Zenas and Apollo on  SUNDAY, Feb. 23.
Gorinth became the capial of the | Ministoy (Adts 18:4). Although he their way, which would assist them in  Acts 18:1-4,

4 ¢ mate & living by making tents, Paul Sproalie hegospel This may not have Godis love the Bible says,
SRS UA T e SRS WS e o
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el Cwinllhwv.uis espacially known for 186U i8 the Christ, the Son of Ged. m;‘“;”“ generously support these in  ynger any circumstances. But here, we He delights to help his cwn,
its immorali 60 both Priscilla and Aguilla (a married Any time they pray:
L b o priadrety ol THURSDAY Feb. 20, |Car 1:40-45,  00UPle] instiucting Apollos. privately. He will hear and answer thern
e e ooy oo’ Therip{Acts 18:18).Paulemained Divisions Condemned. The church e G008 shildren are lilled with Hig UG O it
. 419, : i i Tarn from both our
He and his wite, Priscilla, nad come o in Gorinth for some time. Eventually,he 1 am & part of belongs 10 8 GeNomi  Dromne a ane our sistrs. Aner Anohos
Gorinth trom o sal:gnn‘o:?ew::eacﬂumxxgq thers nation. Yours may os well. While de-  ertaicd” hmiiny and willingness 1o “God islove" inall Ho does,
In.9.49,th Emprcr Claudushad  9nd sailed foward Syria, Aduia an nominations are not inherentl Bad.  Joor. e wont on 1o toach the Cornths. And inall His
given 3 command for all ews to feave  Prisclla aiso saied with Pau ) whenever we et sscondary UNNGS  gn chorch muoh. Pray 1 8 Mumele and Lot us thenwithal ur hearts
Rome (Acts 18:2). Historical docu-  Befors sailing for Syria, Paul had his {denominations, Issders, poilical Par  weeciobis st Give Him thankful praise.
mants a8 not conclusive regarding  head shaved (ve. 18). Ha did this in ties, or social causes) become more . —Mabel Glean Haldeman




Adult Bible Teacher

For Teachers of Adults Ages 18 & Up

With a verse-by-verse exposition, challenging questions,
discussion topics, practical points, and more, Adult Bible
Teacher is designed to give quick, practical help to busy
teachers. It has the same quality content as our anchor
publication, the Bible Expositor and Illuminator, but it is
the abridged version.

An in-depth, verse-by-verse exposition lays bare the main
truths of each lesson. The Scripture lesson text is in large
print for ease in reading. There also are lesson-related
questions, subjects for research and discussion, practical
points, daily Bible readings, illustrated high points, and
methods for preparing a stimulating lesson each week.
This publication helps teachers get the most from the
lesson and impart these truths to their students, making
the lessons applicable to their lives.

- he 3 ' -
mountams

and the hills
shall break forth
beft

Adult Bible Teacher is available in a large-print edition
and is also available in an e-book edition on these sites:
Amazon, iTunes, and Kobo.

Wmter Quarter

December | Januar g
F 4
202425 Y| ebrua?- P

RN Y

80 pages, published quarterly

Sample Pages

LESSON 1

DECEMBER 1,2024

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT

ISA. 40:1 Comfort ye, Gomiort ye
my people, saith your God.

2 Speak ye comfortably to Jeru-
salem, and cry unto her, that her
warfare is accomplished, that her
iniquity is pardoned: for she hath
received of the Loro's hand double
for all her sins.

3 The voice of him that crieth in
the wilderness, Prepare ye the way
of the LoD, make straight in the des-
erta highway for our God.

4 Every valley shall be exalted,
and every mountain and hill shall

be made low: and the crooked shall  utterly fa!

be made straight, and the rough
places plain:

5 And the glory of the Loo shall
be revesled, and all flesh shall see It

tagether: for the mouth of the LoRD  wea

hath spoken it.

25 To whom then will ye liken
me, or shall | be equal? saith the
Holy One.

28 Lift up your eyes on high, and
behold who hath created these
things, that bringeth out their host by
numBer: he calleth them all by names
by the greatness of his might, for that
he s strong in power; not ane faileth.

28 He giveth power 10 the faint;
and ta them that have no might he
increaseth strength.

30 Even the youths shall faint and
be weary, and the young men shall
Il

31 But they that wait upon the
Logo shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings sa
qagl.&  Way shal s, and
‘and they shall walk, andinot
it

NOTES

Comfort for God's People

Lesson Text: Isaiah 40:1-5, 25-26, 29-31

Related Scriptures: Leviticus 26:40-45; | Chronicles 16:23-33;
mentations 1:1-22; Matthew 3:1-8

TIME: about 700-696 B.C.

PLACE: Jerusalem

GOLDEN TEXT—Ho ghoth powor 1o the fint and o thom that have oo ight b

Shrengto eaiah 4029,

Preparing to Teach the Lesson

As wit draw closer 10 the coming of
our Lord Jesus, the wi around us
seems 1o be faling apert. In iroubling
times like these, we as believers in
Lord need 1o experience the comfort
and Strength that comes from our God
alone. Qur first unit this guarter will start
10 explore this concept. Whers do we
turm when we need heln and comfort?

TODAY'S AIM

Facts: io examine God's message of
comfort 10 His people through Isaiah,
His prophet.

Principle: 1o understand that our re-
liabie source of comfort and strength
in iroubled times is

Agplication: to show that when we
o through difficult times, we can turn
10 our God for strength and comfort,

INTRODUCING THE LESSON

Early in the twenty-first century,
ur country and the rest of the world
experienced amajor turn inthe econ-
omy. Peagle lost their jobs by the mil-
lions, and those who thought they
wre financially set for fite suddanly
found themselves lasing their sav-
ings as the financial system crashed.
.

Life situations cnanged overnight.
r lesson this week turns our at-
tention toward the One who alone can

our give us comfort in turbulent times.

Isaiah's day was marked by sin and
forgetting God. He had a very sirong
message for the people, and this mes-
5898 is just as relevant for us today in
our particular situations.

DEVELOPING THE LESSON

1. Comfort for God's own peaple
(Isa. 40:1-5). When peaple ore hurting,
any comfort is welcome. This was the
Situation in |saiah's day. The people had
forgotten God and had strayed from His
ways. They had Iived lives of sin and

nation had deteriorated because of this,
and their Ies were In rans, Knowing
all this, God sent His word through Isa-
iah the prophet 1o give them a message
of hope in thair troubled times.

This was Isaialv's message: the days
of punishment wauld be difficult, but
hope lsy ahead. Isaiah encauraged
the peaple 1o create a straight path for
their God. This was an image of invit-
ing their Gad back into their natin and
their lives.

2. A reminder of who God is (lsa.
40:25-26). Il we sre going to receive

God rominds His poopi that He is tru-
Iy incomparable to anyone or anything
around.

3. A renewal of failing energy and
swength (isa. 4028-31). Help the

resources that He does His most amaz-

ing work. Tha picture in these verses is
of one who has depleted his swength;
e is totally tired and can go no farther.

Help the class talk about some of
the symptoms of being exhausted.
Discuss with the class what it means
o wait upon the Lord. Is this waiting
active or passive?

ANTICIPATING THE NEXT LESSON
I Gur lesson next week, we will learn

» more about God's Suffering Servent

‘andwhat He means to us.
pry—

Studying the Text

Isaiah was a prophet wha lived about
seven hundred years before Christ
During this critical time in Judat's his-
tory, God wanted someone 1o take His
ward 10 a rebellious naton.

The first half of Isaiah (chaps. 1—39)
foretells judgment upan Judah be-
couse of thelr sins. The lotter hall
{chaps. 40—56)

minister deliver a comforting funeral
message. It is the seme preacher, but
e setting calls for 3 differsnt theme
and tone

When Isaioh wrote, both the fall of
Jerusalem and the Babylonian Captivity
weere siil in the future. “Anticipating the
future Capthity and God's resioration,

sage of comfm and hope. God would

restare them to th land and send His

Smm. the Messiah, 10 atone for sin
83).

500, OUR COMPORTER-—
Isa. 40
nne lln 40:1). (Since there is &

Judahit
10 live rghteously in the present, despite
forihcoming _difficult circumstances™
(Walvoord and Zuck, eds. The Bible

nowedige % Cookl.
God, through Isaiah, repested the

wiord “comfort” (Isa. 40:1) to empha-

szn trat Ho son can oring comiore
[isaiah hax

40, some have suggested that another
person wrote after chapter 39. There

evigence that the same o
the entire book, The change in subject
matter merely that judg-

5898 ofjudgment o ucah as God had
directed him. Now was e Lime 1o de-
liver a message of comfort for the re-
pentant exiles }
Pardon (1sa. 40:2). Having rebuked
asa

ment had come and now the message
of restoration and peace needed to be
prociaimed)

it is analogous 1o hearing a pastor
preach a fiery sermon during a special
meeting and then hearing the same
A B2 Teachor

Isaiah was now called upon to speak
“comfortably;” o tenderly, to the peo-
ple. Previously, appeals to both head
and heart had proved futile; the peo-
ple were unwiling 1o listen to God's
Word. After "har warfare (was] accom-

s




Adult Bible Class

With detailed lesson exposition, practical points,
discussion questions, and a golden-text study, Adult
Bible Class challenges adult students to gain deeper
knowledge of Bible truths. It has the same quality
content as our anchor publication, the Bible Expositor
and Illuminator, but it is the abridged version.

This publication leads the adult student to a deeper
knowledge of Bible truths through a detailed lesson
exposition. Each lesson also features sections dealing

with practical points, research and discussion questions,

and a study of the week’s golden text. This inspirational
class quarterly encourages Scripture study and
involvement in the lesson.

Adult Bible Class is available in a large-print edition
and is also available in an e-book edition on these sites:
Amazon, iTunes,

and Kobo.

Sample Pages

EDITORIAL This is significant mms demons
inspired worship of the pagan idols

Isaiah presched against (cf. 10:20-21).

5 el icls wire mare human co
God’s Love Unleashed atons, God cronted ol things 1%,
40:26). “This passage asserts that, far
from being deities in their own right,
the haavenly bodies have simply Deen
created by the one Creator-God, who
is also lsrael's "Holy One.’ He orders

their patiern, ‘each in its disting:

B GLENN WeaveR

Ever since tha Fall in Genesis 3, hu-  would be the lang-awalted futfillment
manity has been a wreck Too ofienwe  of the coming Messiah, wha provides

experience laneliness, neglect, hur,
and isolation. Forunately tor us, God
KNOWS Our SOMOWS. He wants 1o show
us His love.

We begin our investigation of God's
Iove revealed 1 humanity with the sto-
1y of Israsl, God's chosen people. They
sinned against God, resulting in their
conguest and captivity by the Babylo-
nians.

But God didn't forget them. Isaiah
delivered God's message of comfort
to His estranged people (1sa. 40). If
they Would Irust in His goodNGss,
He would redeem them from their
troubles.

God's promised redemption is not
only from captivity in a forsign land.
Israel was a littla nation compared to
the mighty B3bytonian Empira. But sin
was thair_problem, ol geopolitics.

ided the solution for their sin

problem. He promised 1o send His Ser-

vant to sutfer on their behall (isa. 53:4-
6,10-12).

When the time was right, God re-

Messiah through a miraculous con-
ception (Luke 1:39-56]. Her joy that
overfiowed Inwords of praise is an in-
spiration o all who call upon the Lord.

forgivaness for sin. After Jesus” birth,

Anng, received @ blessing from God
when He rewarded their fathfulness
by granting them the privilage of sae-
ing the Messizh. Simeon and Anna
were advanced in yoars, and their joy
was to see God's plan revealed in the
person of the Measiah. Their words
of gratitude and praise reveal the pro-
found importance of this Child to all

WWhen lesus began His minisiry, Ho

was a tax collector. To the Pharisees,
he was no better than the wicked

SINNBFS WNC violated the law, But Je-
5uS Saw Lévi diferently. He showed
compassion to Levi, inviting the os-
tracized man to follow Him as His
disciple (Mark 2:13-17). Jesus did not
condemn the putcasts of society. In-
stead of the comempt shown 10 Levi
|IY the Jewish leaders, Jesus offered

T myey—
during His travels through Jericho (Luke:
19:1-101. This tax caliector,

Jesus i

But poor, righteaus Josephl He expect-
ed to be married and live happily ever
afier, but then he found out that Mary
was pregnant. God relieved Joseph's
ming, explaining 1 him through an
angel that Mary was bearing God's
Son (Matt, 1:18-25), This Son, Jesus,
:

10 808 over the crowd Dacause Ne was
50 short. When Jesus arrived at the tree,
He looked up at Zacchaeus and told
him to come down becouse He wanted
10 stay at his house.

Jesus' willingness to associate with
Zacchaeus had @ profound impact

tiveness, and uphalds them in all their
being’ (Barker and Kohienbarger).

GOD, OUR CONFIDENCE—
Isa. 40:29-31

Man's strength (Isa. 40:20-30). Be-
sides being our Creator, God is also
our confidence. His knowledge is un-
searchable and His swength undimin-
isnabie (vs. 28). When v are faint, He
renews our strength. Those who have
no strength ean find strength in Him

As we grow older, we become kean
Iy aware of Our Giminishing physi-
cal strength. In contrest to this is the
seemingly endless energy of young
people. But even chikdren and young
adults have limis 10 what they can
endure physically. Rest can renew the
physically weary, but there are other
forme of strengih we need—strength
that only God Gan supply.

God's strength (Isa. 40:31). To
“wait upon the Lord" is 10 trust Him
and be patient conceming His plans
(P88, 27:14,37.7, 1305).

For these who wait on the Lord, God
promises the renewal of strength.

Isaiah gave three iliustrations can-
cerning the ranewis
pmmlied 10 His people.

The first example is the eagle. Eagles
are large, strong birds used in both an-
cient and modernn tMes as a symbol of
strength. To soar like an eagle is to pos-
‘5658 strangth, power, and agility.

Second, Isaiah pictures he runner.
Unless a person is in good physical
-

condition, running will deplete his
physical resources very quickly. The
strangth of the Lord s likened to those
wha run and are NGt weary.

‘Third, while many people do a con-
siderable amount of walking in an aver-
age day. we o natwalk nearly as much
35 peapie dxd in ancient times (or even
in many parts of the world todayl. With
cars, public transportation, and eleva
tors, many keep walking 10 a minimum.
When we do have to walk farther than
wa are used 10,1t Can lead towearingss.

The point of these illustrations is
that Ged wil enzble those who trust
Him to endure trying circumstances,
whether in the present or n the future.

QUESTIONS

1. Why do some suggest two authors.
for the book of Isaigh? What is @
better explanation?

2. Whydid Judah need to hear a mes-
sage of combort?

3. Wrat responsloliy did ara hove
a3 a chosen nation?

4. Who doas the “voice... in the wil-
derness” refer to (Isa. ml‘l‘

5. How did ihis person help prepare
the way for the Lord?

6 What are some differences be-
tween the idols worshipped by so
‘many and the God of the Bible?

7. Why are youths given as an exam-
ple of swrength?

8. What mns it Mean to “wait upon
the Lord" 17

5. What three ilustations e
given by isaish concaming God's
strangth?

10. What are some examples of wait-
ing an God today?

o v O
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Senior High Bible Teacher

For Teachers of Teens Ages 15-17

With inspirational articles, daily Bible readings,
lesson-planning aids, thorough lesson expositions,
and up-to-date lesson applications, Senior High Bible
Teacher is designed to help teachers captivate their
senior-high teens and help them navigate in today's
changing world. They are sure to enjoy learning what
the Bible teaches.
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Each lesson of this quarterly fortifies the teacher with
a wealth of spiritual knowledge designed to whet

the appetites of new students and to maintain high
interest in regular class members. Senior High Bible
Teacher will help the teacher effectively communicate
the Bible truths of each week’s lesson.

Senior High Bible Teacher is also available in an
e-book edition on these sites: Amazon, iTunes, and
Kobo.
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EDITORIAL

Imitating the Love of the Trinity

Most people today would agree
that loving ene another should be a
priority. People have different rea-
sons for that conviction and differ-
ent definitions of love. But few would
disagree with the Golden Rule: do to
others as you would have them do
10 you. For this reason, some have
argued that there is no meaningful
difference between world religions,

only different ways of expressing the  the lovs o

same fundamental principle of love.

So what's different about the Chris-
tian call 1o Jove one another? Is Jesus
just ancther voice addi

the Trinitarian God Himself is dwelk-
ing in us. That is why the lessens for
this quarter begin with the love of the
Father and the love of Jesus before
tuming 10 the love we are to show one
another.
One of

ular arguments
against the Bible s that the God of the
Qid Testament saems 1o be angry, er-
ratic, and selfish. In reakty, however,
the Father \SﬂnﬂlSDIaY
throughout the pages of the
ment, often in surprising contexts.
Critics often point out God's seem-
ingly harsh both Isra-

al agreement 1nat kove is 4 Good thing?
Hot at all. One of the key diflerences
between Jesus and everyone eise is
that Jesus connects His command to
1046 Gne ancther to the love of His Fa-
ther and 16 His own love.
In John 13:34, Jesus taught His dis-
ciples, "A new commandment | give
unta you, That ye love one another; as
| have loved you, that ye also love ong
another” Then, in His High Priestly
Prayer in John 17, Jesus asked His Fo-
ther to bless the church with the same
kind of unity enjoyed by the Trinity The
basis for Christian unity is 1 Father
the Son, and His love is in us
{vss. 20-26).
This connection ta the love of the
Father and the Son changes every-

1 and the Surrounding nations in the
O4d Testament. Some of the most dif-
ficult descriptions of these punish-
ments come in the prophetic baoks,
which often describe God's coming
judgment in detail. et affirmations of
God's everlasting love end compas-
sion for His people punctuate those
same books.

0ne o the most well known of these
affirmations comes in Isaiah 40. Aftar
many chapiers of warnings about Ju-
dah's coming exle, God prociaimed
comfort and peace 1o His people. Be-

s fore Judah's exile even began, the Fa-

ther declared to the future exiles that
their guilt would soon be pardoned
(vss. 1-2).

How coud such orgvensss be poe-

thing, It means
exampie of love that cannot be found
anywhere else, Even more important, it
means that He enables us 1o lova ane
another! The kind of love commanded
i the Bible cannot be lived cut unless
Sevior High Bia Teacher

The caglanation Gomes, I saih 53
The Father would send His Servant to
sufter inthe place of sinners. He would
be wounded for our transgressions
and bruised for our iniquities. Because

s

Comfort for God's People

Lesson Text: Isaiah 40:1-5, 25-26, 29-31

Related Seriptures: Leviticus 26:40-45; | Chronicles 18:23-33;
mentations 1:1-22; Matthew 3:1

TIME: about 700-895 ..

PLACE: Jerusalem

GOLDEN TEXT—He ghath
increaseth strenglh’ (leaish 80:29).

power ta the faint; and to them that have na might e

Studying the Text

Qur study of the love of God the
Father begins in an unlikely circum-
stance. Judah's wicked rebellion
against God had 1ed Him to warm them
ihrough the prophet Isaish ihat they
would 500n be sent into exile. In the
midst of the carkness of judgment,
however, the Father's koving compas-
sion shone through

Inthe second half of Isaiah (chapters
40 through 66), God allowed Isaiah 0
see beyond the Babylonian Exile 10 8
Gay whon the remnant of God's pao-
ple would experience His biessing. Al
though the exile itsell would not oocur
for more then a century sfter Isaiah's
prophecies, the day of deliverance was
Socertain R tas a1 Lhad skeaty

rived. God mercitully spoke comiort
1o His peopla sven bators the 1me of
juggment had begun.

THE GOOD NEWS OF DELIVER-
ANCE—Isa. 40:1-5

Offering consolation (Isa. 40:1).
God's exhortations in verses 1 and 2
are phural in form, 50 God is speaking
108 group here, not 1o the prophet Iss-
iah alona. It is not clear whether He is
speaking to a host of angels, multiple
prophets, or some other group, but
.

the tesk He essigns them is 1o an-
nounca the and of tha Babylonian Ex-
e Also note that “comfort” Is repeat-
&0 twice for BMphasis. Punishment
would end, and a new day of freedom
was coming.

The promise of a brighter future
could be found only in the faithful
ness of God. The goal of the second
half of Isaiah was not nly 1o con
vince God's people that the Lord
would allow them to return home but
1 show that He desired they do so
This was necessary because some
of God's peaple would be happy in
Babylon. Many of them would assim-
ilate into the Babylonian culture. The
prospect of rewrning to a homeland
in ruins would not be their idea of a
bright future.

Ending the Captivity (Isa. 40:2).
‘The Lord directed to speak comfort i
Jerusalem, which here is personified
88 a women and refers w the pecple
ot Judah,

God addressed His people as &
mother would speak 10 her children.
This was not the time for the inhabi-
tants to hear harsh words of censure
and condemnation. Instead, the pro-
phetic message would assure the pec-

ple 1o their spiritual nead and built
up an expectancy for the Savior, who
could meetit.

THE INCOMPARABLE LORD—
Isa. 40:25-26,
God's abuluu uniqueness (1se.
: 5 18:20 riveal that G
lslnfmlelygmalermanls\se gods and
idols. The Jews in captivity may have
neaded assurance in this matter. Re-
sikding in Batiylonian Exila for decades,

it was really passibla 1o compare Him
with any earthly power. The answer was
no, for no ane in all the universe was
of i His “equal” (vs. 25). As the “Holy
One,” Ha is the sovereign Monarch who
reigns over His chosen people and ex-
ercises the right 10 judge tham.

God's infinite power (Isa. 40:26).
This verse shifts our attention 1o the
wast numBer of Stars in the night sky.
The Lord is the Creator of all these.

These heavenly lights are comparable.

i God 16 gods of
Mesopotamia.

Isaioh thus ssked, “To whom then .o,

will ye liken God?” {vs. 18). Can the
rd be compared to an omate idol
decorated with gokd and siver (vs, 192
Can He be compared 10 a stur
enidol (vs. 20)7 Isaiah's questions con-
tin irony, for he knew that the Lord is
the Creator of geld, silver, and wood.
Any comparison of pagan deities with
he rue God s therefore 3 ridiculous
and vain exarcise.

Isaich 40 reminds us that God i
greater than false gods and idols. Of
course, the people of Israel should
have been aware of God's great pow-
1 and sovereignty. Aftér all, prophets
throughout the nation's history had
emphosi 56 themes time ond
again. Issish reminged his forget-
ful people that God sits enthroned
above the “circle” or horizon, of the
earth (vs. 22). From God's perspec-
tive, the people are so pury that they
ore like mere grosshoppers. Isaiah
portrayed the heavens as 2 vest tent
in which the Lord dwells—emphasiz-
ing His exalation over people. Isaian
#1850 said that God is sovereign over
earth's rulers (vs. 23). This would have
been quite meaningful to the exiles in
bondage to Babylon's king. As easily
and as quickly as a plant can die, God
can remave rulers sccording o His
savereign choice (vs. 2]

summons and lesds out. He uses His
infinite stréngth 1o ensure that no star is
overlogked.

‘This point s significant because peo-
pla in tha Ancient Near East balieved in
astroiogy. Wheembas e Babylonians had
made a false religion out of the stars,
Isaiah adfirmed that God is the Creptor
of the cosmic hosts. Moreaver, the
SaMe power that DIought these celes-
tial abjects into existence would deliver
the chosen people from exile. The res-
san Isaiah spoke 50 much about God's
power is that the prophet knew it would
strengthen the people’s faith.

God's provision of Isa.
40:29-31). The prophet noted that
uniike humans, the all-powertul King
ever Grows 1ired OF BEGOMES weary.

dom. His understanding is inscrutable
{va. 28). Rether than suffer doubt and
GISCONLENT, e Exies Were 1o affim the
Lord's infinite sovereign’ 3
prudence, especially in fulliling His
Promise tocelfer hem rom capty
e rIGNBOLS folt aint, they
could bnk 1o God for strength (vs. 28).
He would be their source of power
whenever they felt weary. The sober-
ing fact s that even the most vigorous
of young pecpie become exhausted.
‘The strongest youths stumbie and tell
In contrast, when God's spiritual chik-

dren patiently wait for His help, their
i (v, 31




Senior High Bible Class

Teenagers need to learn God's Word, spend time in it,
and apply it to all the challenges they will face in today's
world. This quarterly’s age-appropriate exposition,
thought-provoking applications and questions, and
daily Bible readings will encourage senior-high students
to faithfully study God’s truths and grow in spiritual
maturity.

Senior High Bible Class presents the message of each
Scripture lesson in weekly features that challenge senior
high youths and at the same time hold their attention.
This publication will help faithful users mature in
Christian faith and fellowship and encourage them to
have private daily devotions.

Senior High Bible Class is also available in an e-book
edition on these sites: Amazon, iTunes, and Kobo.
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LESSON 13 FEBRUARY 23, 2025

Priscilla, Aquila,

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT

and Apollos

ACTS 18:1 After these things
Paul departed from Athens, and
‘came to Corinth;

2 And found a certain Jew
named Aquila, born in Pontus,
lately come from Italy, with his wife
Priscilla; (because that Claudius
had commanded al ows to depart
from Rome:) and came unta them.

3 And because he was of the
same craft, he abode with them, and
wrought: for by their ocoupation they
were tentmakers.

And he reasoned in U'n syrm
gogue every sabbal uad-
@d the Jews and th

18 And Paul after this tamed
there yeta good while, and thentook
hig leave of the brethran, and sailed
thence into Syria, and with him Pris-
cilla and Aquila; having shnm his
hegdin Cenchros: for e hod o

entered into the synagogue, and
reasoned with the Jews.
20 p

ing, | must by all means keep this
feast that cometh in Jerusalem: but
1 will return again unta you, if God
will. And he sailed from Ephesus.

24 And a cenain Jew named
Apollos, born at Alexandria, an
eloquent man, and mighty in the
scriptures, came to Ephesus.

25 This man was instructed
in the way of the Lord; and being
fervent in the spirit, he spake and
taught diligently the things of the
Lord, knowing only the baptism of
John.

26 And he began to speak boldly
in the synagogue: whom when Agqui-
Ia and Priscilla had heard, they ook
him unto them, and expounded unto
him the way of God more perfectly.

np

wrote, exharting the
receive him: who,
come, helped them much which

d him to tarry
Iongerllmemh(hem he consented

not;
21 But bade them farewell, say-

28 For he mightity convinced the
Jews, and that publickly, shewing by
the seriptures that Jesus was Christ.

NOTES

Lesson Text: Acts 18:1-4, 18-21, 24-28
Related Scriptures: Acts 18:5-17; Romans 16:3-5; | Corinthians 3:1-10

TIME: A.0. 50

PLACES: Corinth; Ephasus.

GOLDEN TEXT—

by their occupation thay wera tentmakers” (Acts 18:3).

ARALYZING

We hove already seen how Chris-
tians can show the love of Christ
lhrwgh generosity (lessen 11},

ough sharing the gospel,
lhrwgh haspitality (lesson 121, This
weck we will 566 two other aspects
of Christian love: partnering with
other believers in ministry and cor-
recting ane another in love.

1. Joint ministry in Corinth (Acts
18:1-4). It was the middle of the first
century A.0. when Paul, on his sec-
ond missionary journey, traveled
from Athens to Corinth. The latter
was the commercial Genter and capi-
tal of the province of Achaia (roughly
the southern half of ancient Greece).
Paul had come to this wealthy, im-
moral ity to preach the good news
about Christ, and it was there that
the apostle met Aquila and Priscil-
la. This godly couple had once lived
in Rome, but Emperor Claudius or-
dered all the Jews living in Rome 1o
leave around A.D. 60.

Paul, who may have met Aquila
e High Bia Gl

nd Priscilla in the local synagogue,
iginedhem n thelrtemmaking busr

ess. The couple also shared their
Joding with Poul. Thei gensrondy
enabled him to be more effective
35 he followed his usual pattern of

and  bringing the gospel first to the Jews

and then to the Greeks.

2. Joint ministry in Ephesus
(Acts 18:18-21). After an extended
time of ministry in Corinth, Paul said
farewall 10 the believers there. Ac-
companied by Aquila and Priscilla,
he sailed for Syria. Before getting on
the boat, however, Paul had his hair
cut off at Cenchrea (the eastern port
of Corinth) bacause he had made &
vow—most likely a Nazarite vow {cf.
Num. 6:1-21).

One the three prrived ot Ephesus
{the leading city of Asia Minor), Paul
left Aquila and Priscilla there. Before
sailing on to Caesarea, the apostle
spent some time debating with Jews
inthe synagogue.

3. Team ministry to Apollos (Acts.
18:24-28). Paul eventually arrived
safely at his home church in Antioch,
bringing closure o his second mis-

a
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sionary journey (vs. 22). After s while,
the apostle began his third evange-
listic tour (vs. 23).

In the meantime, a Jew named

Agollos came to Ephesus. He was
& native of Alexandris, the capital
of Egypt and a center of Greek cul-
twre and learning. Apollos was an
eloquent speaker and well versed
in the Old Testament, but his un-
derstanding of the faith was incom-
plete.
Apollos knew only “the baptism of
John” {vs. 25). It is not clear exactly
what this means, but Apollos appar-
ently did not know the whole mes-
sage about Christ.

When Aquila and Priscila heard
Apollos speaking in the synagogue,
they realized something was wrong.
Apolios was effectively teaching
about Jesus, but there were some
significant things missing from his
insiruction. The couple thus invited
him t their home 16 teach him more
about Jesus. ltis notable that Apollos
accepted the correction of Priscilla
and Aquila so willingly. As @ result,
his ministry flourished even more
than it had previously.

uila and Priscilla also helped
Apollos put his new knowledge ino
practice. The couple apparently
told Apollos about the church Paul
had started in Corinth. Apollos had
@ desire to visit that church. The
couple encouraged his desire and
wrote a letter of introduction for

\n(}cnmh J\uu\!os quickly became:
. Wit

IJAIlY BIBLE READINGS

i o i 1217

APPLYING

Despite their busy schedule, Priscills
and Aquila made themselves available
for ministry. There are opportunities
for ministry every day. The question is,
are you wlling 10 let those opportun-
tieinterrupt your ovm plans?

W can also learm from Apollos's
example. When we receive godly
correction from other believers, we
should be willing to accept it readily.
On the other hand, if we ever have to
cormect another believer, we should
doit in a spirit of gentieness, guard-
ing oursehves against pride and arro-
gance.

ASKING

1. How did God bring together Paul
and Aquila and Priscilla?

2. How did Aquila and Priscilla
help Paul conduct his ministry in
Corinth?

n his great
Zeol and learning, e was partiular
Iy usetul in disproving the arguments
of non-Christian Jews. They could
not get the best of Apollos when he
showed from the Old Testament that
Jesus is the Messiah,

M

3 suecess in Corinth
refiect the usual pattern of his
ministry (cf Acts 17:15; 188;

4. How did Apolios demonstrate
his effectivaness in ministry?
tior




Intermediate Bible Teacher+

For Teachers of Teens Ages 12-14

Intermediate Bible Teacher+ gives teachers the tools to
equip students with impressionable minds for a life of
discipleship. Dig deep with a well-crafted Bible lesson,
and build relationships with your students through
activities and discussion.

Help your students start taking ownership of their faith.
Each week features a theologically rich Bible lesson
designed to meet your students’ needs. Discussion
questions throughout the lesson help you foster
relationships and get your students invested in the
lesson. Then go deeper with the Big Question—an
exploration of a tricky question the weekly Scripture
presents. Keep Jesus at the center with the Christ Focus,
and make every lesson memorable with suggested
props, activities, and practical application.

Intermediate Bible Teacher+ is also available in an
e-book edition on these sites: Amazon, iTunes, and
Kobo.
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Winter Guaries 2024-26 ‘What If?

Calling Sinners to Repentance

Explaining the Memory Verse

UNITII:
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+sevoral mogazines

g sicks
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Losson & Mark 21317
Calling Sinaers to Repentance
Lesson 7: Luke 18:1-10
Jesus Seeks Cut Zscchaeus

Prapare Your Mind Prepare Your Heart

Losson B Luko 17:11-19
Healing Ton Lepers

Lesson 8: John 21:15-26
Jesus Restores Peter to Service

7

Lesson 10: John 8:1-17
Haaling a Man Bom Blind

In our scemen saturated world where appearance Next Steps
‘and imoge are 50 important i is very oasy 1o soversl pars of sissors 1Fyon s o fllowieg Jous e e i veaion s il Hien. ey b Hm oy, Wy hawe decid-
focus on oursehves, This unit, however, focuses b ey oy o ovr b o to follow Jeu, week. Sce whethes you g
‘on the laving acts of Jesus Chirist. He stepped Ll . and pay tha o light FoeJeses il bine.

It messy situstions aad ves and loved sinners,

st and the hated. He weicomed the Prayer Paints
argeaizd. He found the lost, and He tuched o e okt .
and esled the broken. As the Light of the World. « Thank Josus tha the good news of His gospel s for overyona. +
Jemus Calls us bo follow Him. Like people of every = Thank God that He forgih il hen we come to

Conversation Starter

0 why did the
A

598, 1e0na sin, and they need 1o know the Saior.
Hea gives new hearts and new spirits 1o all who
call on the name of the Lord,

Focus

ore o follow Him




Intermediate Bible Class+
For Teens Ages 12-14

Young people today are being bombarded by ungodly
influences. Let's bombard them with what the Word of
God says! Intermediate Bible Class+ gives them all they
need to meditate on the weekly Scripture—a well-crafted
Bible lesson, thought-provoking questions, practical
application, and more!

@m le

With a pop of color and a touch of humor, this . : ~ . For Tes Age %
publication is sure to grab your students’ attention and *"' : s Thm“gh 14
keep it. Dig into Scripture with a theologically rich Bible (o
lesson, and get them thinking with questions designed
to generate discussion. Explore a tricky question from
God’s point of view with the Big Question each week,
and encourage your students to put themselves in
someone else’s shoes with the What If? article. Make
sure Jesus is the core of every lesson with the Christ
Focus, and equip your students for life with the practical
application in Next Steps and Talk About It.

Intermediate Bible Class+ is also available in an e-book
edition on these sites: Amazon, iTunes, and Kobo.
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straight, and the rough places plain:
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Josus b5 Lord and the greabest source of
encouragement and strength

TALK ABoUT IT

sk trusted Christian adults about times in their Bves whan
God encouraged and strengthoned thom




Junior Bible Teacher+
For Teachers of Children Ages 9-11

Getting to know God can be an exciting adventure
for your young students! Jjunior Bible Teacher+ gives
teachers the tools to equip them for their journey.
Dig deep with a well-crafted Bible lesson, and build

relationships with your students through activities and
discussion.

Students these ages are just deciding what they believe. BIBLE
Don’t just lecture them; disciple them! Every week, your For Teachers of g,
o ildre

students will be presented with a Bible lesson that Ages 9 Through 11
is rich with God's truth, and discussion questions
throughout the lesson will help them understand and
form relationships. Help them think even deeper with
the Big Question, a tricky question from each lesson.
The Christ Focus will show how Jesus is always most
important. Use the suggested props, activities, and
practical application to make every lesson memorable
to your students.

Junior Bible Teacher+ is also available in an e-book
edition on these sites: Amazon, iTunes, and Kobo.

WL December
202428355,

48 pages, publishe quarterly
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God Sends His Servant
to Save Us

Lesson Text: Isalah §3:4-6, 10-12

Winter Quarter 202425

Explaining the Memory Verse

UNIT III:

Acts of Love by
Jesus' Followers

Lessan 11: Acts 2:4347; 4:32-36
Jesus’ Followers Help One Anather

i . i the Loem s e s i, the iy of
wall

e
10 Yot plesed te Loat to e i b bt ot e o

Lessan 12: Acts 18:6-15
New Friends for Lydia

Lessan 13: Aots 18:1-4, 18-21,24-28.
Priscills, Aquils, and Apoiios

Prepare Your Mind Prepare Your Heart
| .

Next Steps
G et e i o e o e .S b o b G
G semt Josus. ta fix the hﬂmma Jewus war r\ym to accopt what He duﬂmym
vl G o B
s ollers o s, s can s hom the
" Prayar Points s hurch b sosing e weythey e kod
Supplies & proparethe ioom Pray ha tho chldvon wil st hat God stways doas what Hesays Ho wll do.- inChwisr low ad shored ol thy had withone
“'"-"WP‘?'NIN fﬂ "‘“WWWWW%“‘;W‘L ror WV"- s, « Pray that the children will realize that they are sinners in need of a Savior + anathar. As a result of their unity, many souls
S bl - Pre each chi name, askin e Spirit to quide them to salvation « were won for Christ. Thia unit highlights the ac-
""‘““”\““""“5"““‘“‘“‘""“" PRy B4y kg 1 SR e s o bt tions af these Christs followers, who made sure
1hey met all the needs of God's tamily, 1estitying
fthegreathass of God and Hi ingdon, Lie
Ghrist Focus 1ot e sy church, o can ul e
Josurs suffered and died and ro66 again 50 that cur sins cauld be forgiven out tho gospel mossage o5 they boam generosity

and practice real love by working iogether and
sarving their familios, friends, neighbars, and
thers 1o bless ther.




Junior Bible Class+
For Children Ages 9-11

What does the Bible say, and how does it apply to me?
Junior Bible Class+ answers your nine- to eleven-year-
old students’ questions about God and the Christian life
through a well-crafted Bible lesson, enjoyable articles,
and practical application.

JUNIOR

BIBLE CLAS g7~

For Children Ages 9 Through

This colorful publication will keep your students'
attention and help them love learning about God's Word
when they see fun ways to approach and apply it to their
lives! Dig into Scripture with a Bible lesson abundant
with biblical truth, and get them thinking with questions
designed to generate discussion. Explore a tricky
question from God’s point of view with the Big Question
each week, and encourage your students to think about
Scripture in different ways with the special interest
feature. The Christ Focus will help them see Jesus as the
heart of each lesson, and Next Steps and Talk About It
will equip them for life with practical application.

Junior Bible Class+ is also available in an e-book edition
on these sites: Amazon, iTunes, and Kobo.
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Feerary 2@24&25

48 pages, published quarterly
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JESUS GIVES PETER A FRESH START

*Jesus saith to Simon Peter, . .. Feed my lambs”
Uchn 2115

- BIGIDEA: Jesus forgives Peter and gives him a fresh start
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it e
et

A kel i R T
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om ekl i A PR

" 1

Ohe nibghn, - his
heuse, The mas was samed Corneliva, and his family was sot Jewish. They
Ak ;
o the Jews. G, however, b ciffsrent plan, P bod the mam and i
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pigp Sy Posiginin
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+ Jesus forgives our mistakes +
and wanls us to keep following Him

even when we have failed

When you think that God waon't forgive you,
talk to your pastor or another Christian adult
about God's forgiveness.




Primary Bible Teacher+
For Teachers of Children Ages 6-8

Need help knowing which truths to stress or how to
help children grasp the Bible lesson? Primary Bible -
Teacher+ is an invaluable teaching aid that will help ‘ - I
you effectively impart God’s truth. ‘

This publication is bursting with invaluable aids and

supplementary material! The Bible lesson starts with g WA
a big idea from each passage, bolstered by three main \R /" '
truths to emphasize. This is reinforced by an array of y >

. For Teachers of Children *

added features: teacher tips and prompts right next & _ Ages 6 Fhrough g -
to the lesson, handcraft and activity suggestions (with :
needed supplies), song suggestion, memory verse
help, review questions, application, prayer points,
and a unique Christ focus. Background information
on the lesson and a concise devotional help you begin
preparing for a life-changing teaching experience that
will hold your children's attention.

Primary Bible Teacher+ is also available in an e-book
edition on these sites: Amazon, iTunes, and Kobo.
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202425 i

ebruary

48 pages, published quarterly

Winn 202425 Raview Questions Glossary Words for the Quarter
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2. what u-dPnscuaam—\au 8 do Wi emreygc: ‘camdort: to bring hope and cheer at 3 sad time
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3. s sl g Ak e Ao’
e st st stag e
forgive: to ket o of bad feelings towand omeons who hurt you
UNIT ll: o can e o P —
ssgmirga g
Acts of Love by iorone  consgoss s disease
the. Testament

Jesus' Followers
priests: men who had specis| jobs 1o sénne God
prophecy: s mcwnmwawwunullmm
i ustng and oo

Losson 11: Acts 2:43-47; 4:32:35
Jesus® Follawers Help One Andther

righteous: doing whatis ight according to God's rules.

Lesson 12: Acts 18:6-15
Mew Friends for Lydia

Next Steps
Lesson 13: Acts 18:1-4, 18-21,24-28 Fallowess of [ Jesus. ¥ o
Priscila, Aquil, and Apoiios ) in cur lson oy fiend or Fmily memberyou can ] o P, i
ills. A, and Apollt
Christ Focus
Jesus tolt His followers.all abaut Gor 50 thal they couls tellothers!
Prayer Points

+ Ask God to help s to leam more about Jasus.+

* Ask God to help us to share what we know with others. «
As ollowers o Jesus, ven young chilren can
earn how 10 give and how 1o ove others. .
This unit highlights the sctions of Gheist's (%) Handcraft: Paper Cup Phones ¢
Sollgwers in the early church a5 they shared their &
oves with others. A3  resultof thaie unity, many.
‘s0uls ware won and gained to Chiist. The vay
they loved and cared is scmething children

an learn a4 they shars their food and 1oy8 with
others. You Can encourage your students 1o love
and serve one another by keaching them phrases.
like “You can go first” or “How can | help you™
You can help them work and play fogether in 8
‘godly way.




Primary Bible Learner+
For Children Ages 6-8

Children need to stay focused and interested when
learning God's Word! With full-color activities, fun
puzzles, and engaging quizzes, they will thoroughly
enjoy this hands-on approach to Bible learning.

This publication is to be paired with Primary Bible )
Teacher+. I l

Every lesson concentrates on a big idea drawn from e = e

the Scripture passage, reinforced by an array of quizzes For Childrén ‘{\ge
and activities, a memory helper, a unique Christ focus, :
and a tip for parents or caregivers. Each issue also
contains bonus activities.

S 6 Through 8

Primary Bible Learner+ is also available in an e-book
edition on these sites: Amazon, iTunes, and Kobo.

Sample Pages

In Bible times, L homes v words 1his the word
Imasging you Iive in & bent. Wihat things would you want 12 have in your home?
Circde anly four items you want in your tent.

— 1. astray . anything that poes sgandt God's nubes;
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. Mary was full of joy 10 b chosen 1o ings happesy

ghet birth 10 the Messiah.
___ Mary praised God with a sang.
. Elmabeth's baby oid a fig in her

tummey wiven sho saw Mary.
— God sent His Son to the rich and

powertul.
. My cid all that God askad har 1o do.

Saciting when you finaly
ple erve for the Mossiah, ang
Mary was full of joy 1hat God's g had finally come.
Hedp your child tell someone about what he or she
learned about Paul. Priscilla. Aquita, and Apollos.
TUYUIEBRTLIPNGRPITPETE L




Beginner Bible Teacher+
For Teachers of Children Ages 4 & 5

How do we engage small children so that they want
to hear us teach the Bible? With songs, handcrafts,
activities, and more! Beginner Bible Teacher+ is an
invaluable teaching aid with easy-to-understand Bible
lessons tailor-made for little ones.

IE@@RN@@

TEACHERS

ren Ages 4 & 5

The Bible lessons in this publication focus on a big idea
from each passage for the children to grasp and apply.
The following added features will be invaluable aids in S FO" Teachers of Child
each lesson: teacher tips and prompts right next to the
lesson, handcraft and activity suggestions (with

needed supplies), song suggestion, review questions,
application, prayer points, and a unique Christ focus.
There are also background information and a devotional
on each lesson that will help you begin preparing for a
life-changing teaching experience that will hold kids’
attention.

Beginner Bible Teacher+ is also available in an e-book
edition on these sites: Amazon, iTunes, and Kobo.
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Jesus Is Born (Chrlstmas)

Lesson Text: Mat

Lesson 4
December 22, 2024
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‘Christ Focus
Josaes was bom to save people from their sins

Prayer Points
+ Ask God 10 bless the chitdren in attendance and their families. «
+ Thank God for the binth of Jesus and for bringing salvation through Him. «

forgive: 6 lot g of bad feslings toward semecne whs hurt you
el i ial oo aginet Gond s ule n separates us from God




Beginner Bible Learner+
For Children Ages 4 & 5

Make learning fun for your youngest students while
you instill God's truths in their hearts! With a full-page
picture to color and colorful and kid-friendly lesson

features, they will thoroughly enjoy this hands-on
approach to Bible learning. This publication is to be
paired with Beginner Bible Teacher+.

Beginner Bible Learner+ is designed specifically for
beginner children to hold and to handle. Every lesson . For chlldren Ages 48 5
concentrates on a big idea drawn from the Scripture ;
passage, which is supported by several other features,
including a memory helper, a unique Christ focus,

a Bible picture to color, and a tip for the beginner’s
parents or caregivers. Each issue also contains bonus
activities.

.7'

Beginner Bible Learner+ is also available in an e-book
edition on these sites: Amazon, iTunes, and Kobo.
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nm qoer 1 v, we the cared for one an-

mln«snmney s kv whe eecs m ing ug. Cut out th
itin Iw!. nu:enuuutwu that person an the inside. i
tafking about hew lesus died 10 save people rom their sins!

@ BIG BEA: Josus showed Zacchaeus love by coming to
his house.

= Zacchasus wanted o see
Jesus, and Jesus wanted to
see Zacchagus.

* The crowd was angry that
Hesus went to Zacchauss
house because Zacchaeus
was a thief and a bad man.

:

‘“Praymg** =,
-+ for' You!" -

..'-wv. -.."***’. *

Help your child make a list of people he or she does not
get aleng with. Jein him or her in praying for each one.




Our Bible Picture Talks

How can Our Bible Picture Talks be used as a
powerful tool? Use these colorful Bible picture cards
for a quick review of each lesson in the quarter!

And teachers of beginners, primaries, juniors, and
intermediates can also use these to hand out to
students as reminders of the lessons to take home or
to make matching/review card games during class.

Our Bible Picture Talks is made up of three-by-four-
inch cards that supplement the quarter’s lessons
with Bible pictures and a brief summary of the
week’s Bible lesson. There is one card for each
Sunday in the quarter.

For Beginner and Primary Ages 4-8

WINTER GuaRT,
2425 "
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PICTURE TALKS
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GOD SENDS HIS SERVANT TO SAVE US HEALING TEN LEPERS JESUS GIVES PETER A FRESH START
Golden Text—"All we like sheep have gone astray; . . . and Golden Text—"And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: Golden Text—"Jesus saith to Simon Perer, . . . Feed my
the Lord hath kaid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6). thy faith hath made thee whole” (Luke 17:19). lambs” (John 21:15).
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Sunday School Superintendent

Lesson Previews for Superintendents

Attention Sunday school superintendents and other
leaders! Sunday School Superintendent offers valuable
guidance for you! This publication addresses the key
issues and challenges in each weekly lesson for both
adults and children.

Sunday School Superintendent not only outlines the
main themes of the lessons but also points out the

key issues to help prepare teachers for challenging
questions. To liven up the classroom environment, we
even offer suggestions for lesson-related songs and
icebreakers each week, making it more enjoyable for
the students. Although primarily for the Sunday school
administrator, this publication contains helpful material
for any leader looking to effectively engage students in a
study of God’s Word.

Sunday School Superintendent is also available in an
e-book edition on these sites: Amazon, iTunes, and
Kobo.

32 pages, published quarterly

Sample Pages

¥ o
PARAGRAPHS ON Editorials Training Up Leaders

(Continuadirom pags 3|

PLACES AND PEOPLE It is common to hear churches We can mentor them on how to evan-

" " . lament that younger people are leav-  galize, give generously, be hospitable

God's Motivating Love ing the church. Though each churchis 1o others, teach, and work o expand

L) SHEPHERDS This quarier we sre looking fiest st different, thigis often due 1o a failure 1o the kingdom. If only pastors are doing

Paul founced the church in Phils  The shephecds who recshed the q 9 raise up the next generation. As time  this work, there may be some fruil,

during his second missionary journey
(Acts 18], i them again on his third
missionary journey (20:1-6), and wrote

after Alexander 3

After a famous sea bettle in 42 6., the
future Emperor Augustus realized the
suategic location of the city and made
Philippi a Roman colony. Many Roman
soldiers retied t Philipp; the peope of
the city spoke Latin instead of Greek, as
cid the rest of the popuation of Mace-
mnmmarvmhnﬂmxamm
fature version of E¢ A

to Paul's reminder 1o us in his let-
tar 0 the Philippians that our citizenship
Esin heaven (Phil 320},

CORINTH

Paul spent eighteen months in
Corinth during his second missionary.
journey (Acts 18:1-18), revisited it sev-
eral times (1| Cor. 13:1), and wrote them
multiple letiars. Corinth was where
Poul met Priscilly and Aquilla.

Gorinth had been destroyed by Rome
In 143 8. tua was. rebult b 44 8.
by lulius Caesar. It became & wealthy
casmapoltan ol bes bonaiting from s
position along several trade routes. Its
citizens came from all over the Roman
Empis, and ity o eigous bl
snd practices exsted there. The w-ue
spread immorality, sccial
&nd rekgious pluraksm nFIMc\r’allu
fected the Corinihian Ghurch, and Paul
wrote about those issues in his ltiers.

news af lesus’ birth would not
have been as cute and comforiable as
we ohen pictura them. They typically
slopt outside and smelled of swoat and
animals. Although being a shepherd
was an ancient and accepted profes-
sion (ol Gen. 47:1-3), they were consid-

between
the heavenly host glorifying God and
the lowly recipients of their message
Wes enormous.

Gad did not choose to reveal Jesus'
birth to the powerful, the influential, or
the educated but to
is 2 good reminder that God is not im-
pressed by the same things we are,
nor doas Ha am-ys work the way we
would expe

MATTHEW THE TAX COLLECTOR

One of the most despised types of
pecple in first-century Israsl was a tax

ftcamme st the cost o being an outcast
rmm much of
oo Matihar & tx G0k, 1o b
wmmmsmwnma undoubtedly
| Jesus is sbla to seve anyone,
feqarcioss of i o her Background
Early church fathers ke enacus
and Clement tall us that Matthew first
preached in Judea befare going 10 oth-
er countries. Although it i disputed,
tradition tells us that Matthew wos
martyred in Ethiopia.

God's great love and second at our
love, whichshould come in respanse
10 God's. First John 4:19 reminds us
that we love because He first loved
us. This is a crucial principle. As we
see God's love for us more clear-
ly—especially in the work of Jesus
Christ for us—we should naturally
grow in love for Him. In fact, the
very act of seeing Jesus for who He
is can transform us (cf. 1| Car. 3:18;
1 John 3:2). This means that an im-
portant part of our effort 1o become
mare Christlike is simply to see and
know Christ better.

There is an important implication
here: God's tremendous, sacrificial

& better
His people than guilt and shame tend
10 be. To be clear, there is certainly
8 place for godly sorrow and repen-
tance over sin. We are commanded re-
peatedly to repent of our sins through-
out Scripture. Godly sorrou is a good
thing. But guilt should not be the pri-
mary motivator for God's children. It
we use guilt 55 & motvator to recruit

13:17 seems to imply that begrudg-
ing service is not beneficial. Even if it
works in tha shart term, using guift 3
& motivator for service is not a healthy,
long-term strategy for individual Chris:
tians or for the charch in general.

Instead, we should remind people
repeatedly of God's great love: while
wie weere stil His enemies, Jesus came,
100k on & weak human body, and died
for us sothat we might live in Him.
Sunday Schecl Supmrintandrt

This is spectacular lovel As we ap-
preciate God's infinite, overflowing
love more, the sacrifices we make vl
seem small by comparison. As we
realize He has given us more than we
can comprehand in Christ and etemal
joy lies before us, we will went to share
Hig love with others. This love is much
grwel than arw qu-ll e My SUF Up

in people, n power a lile-
tifme of ji n-ﬂulsnum

Paul provides a motivational ex-
hartation on the preciousness of
God's love and how It encourages
the godly Christian to serve Christ.
In Romans 8:35-39, he explains that
nothing can separate believers fram
Gog's love. No amount of persec-
tion or hardship can keep us from
God, Even if we should be martyred
on behalf of Jesus, we are not defeat-
ed. Death cannot separate us fram
God's love, nor can Satan and the
demonic hoard. God's love compels
us 10 serve Him, and God's love will
sustain us during difficult times.

—Tom Groeno.

passes, they often walk away.
Training the next generation must

but there will be far less than if every
church member is sharing the gaspel

include
Iy wxamples for young people to follow
{ct. Deut. 49; Titus 2:7). It is unlikely
that anyone reading this will disagree!

Eﬂmslansi\ 2informs us that God
hos prepared pastors and teachers
50 that they will equip the church for
ministry. Too often,

While those things. are
however, we can do even mare. We
can help train and taach them how to
lead.

There are many ways we can en-
‘courage students to participate active-
Iy. This could mean allowing students
10 help teach Sunday School 10 young-
er age groups accasionally with direct
supendsion, quidance, and feedback.

can encourage them 1o use mu-
sical gifts during Sunday worship. It
cauld mean helping them to lead &
‘small group.

As @ sophomore in high sehool, |

vas rnerdousty bleassd 1 b
with me several days
beiore a student small group o help
me plan a lessan and come up with
go0d questions to ask. He would also
attend the group guietly and give me
tips ahterward. He did this for a year,
and it helpad me greatly. This was &
large time commitment on his part—
but after a year, he trusted me to lead
it without his Gonstant. supervision.
He did this with several students &
year, and you can imagine the posi-
tive, multiplying effect that had on the
impact of his ministry over timel

AAn essential part of a teaching min-

istry is equipping ail the saints 1o do
the work of ministry (ct. Eph. 4:11-12)

8s-
sume that the pastor is the anly ona
responsible for ministry; but this is
not so. A church's pastor should not
ba the ster of the show but a member
of the supporting cast. The pastor

our students 1o take responsibility,
even in small ways, it will have sev-
era berefis First, students who are
ad will usually be grow-
r\q i foth, This long would b
enough o allow our students to taka
responsibility in ministry. Second,
someana wha is engaged and laad-
ing in some way Is less likely o auw
ly feds away from church than

one who is merely 8 passive I|

Thirc most of o students wil kkely
outlive us. This is not intended to be
morbid; itis simply a fact 1f we do not
let younger peapie take responsibil -
ty in Small ways now, they will not be
raady to underiake Larga responsibil-
ities later.

Those in lesdership positions
should help train and establish future
leaders (cf. Titus 1:6). As wé &
age our students to take leaders
aisorts of diflere nt ways, v or small
we will help them 1o grow in their
faith. More than that, we wil help pre-
pare them for a lifetime of service 1o

We should do more than simply give  the Lord.

answers or tell students how 1o think.
£

—Tom Greane




Coloring Books for Kids

For Children Ages 4-11

Carols of Christmas: Read & Color

The Carols of Christmas coloring book will help
children experience the wonder and joy of Christ’s
birth as they learn songs of praise. Nineteen beloved
Christmas carols are accompanied by charming images
that children can color as they learn to sing the story of
the Saviour’s birth.

Sample Pages

1 Feard the Bells on Chriscmas Day

The Story of Christmas: Read & Color

The miraculous birth of Jesus is one of the most
important stories of the Bible. This coloring book
features captivating images that portray the nativity
story of our Saviour. The forty ready-to-color
pictures help children learn about the climax of God’s
wonderful plan of redemption through His Son, Jesus
Christ.

Sample Pages

40 pages



Coloring Books for Kids

For Children Ages 4-11

Noah'’s Ark: Children’s Coloring Book

This lively coloring book features forty pictures
to color for children. The book tells the story

of Noah'’s ark, helping children engage with the
Bible in a fun and creative way. Every picture is
explained in age-appropriate language, including
relevant Scripture verses. This is an exciting aid
for every child’s Christian growth.

Sample Pages

P of evesy Land asdmal daet i wrt msa che k.

Bible Adventures to Color: For Kids

The original Union Gospel Press coloring book, Bible
Adventures to Color: For Kids offers ready-to-color
pictures for children. This is a fun way for children to
learn about Jesus and creatively engage with God’s
Word.

Sample Pages

40 pages



Coloring Books for Kids

For Children Ages 4-11

Bible Adventures to Color: Life of David

Our Bible Adventures to Color series offers this

attractive coloring book focusing on the exciting UNION GOSP EL PRESS
life of David. It is an effective aid to help children o r’pﬁ *ﬁ\
creatively engage with Scripture. Children will learn i /H) D)& //i 7

from David what it means to have a relationship with
God at a young age.




Statement of Faith

What We Believe

We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are verbally inspired by God, are inerrant in the
original writings, are the Word of God, and the final authority in faith and conduct.

We believe in one God, the Creator of man and all things, eternally existing in three Persons in a threefold rela-
tionship, that of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incarnate, the
God-Man.

We believe that man was created in the image of God; that he sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death
but also spiritual death, which is separation from God; that Adam’s sin is imputed to the whole race of mankind;
that all human beings are born with a sinful nature and are sinners before God in thought, word, and deed.

We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures as a substitutionary sacrifice,
and that all who believe on Him are freely justified before God and stand before Him accepted in the character
and merit of Jesus Christ.

We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, in His ascension into heaven, and that in His present glori-
fied body He is the Head of the church, the Lord of the individual believer, the High Priest over the house of God,
and the Advocate in the family of God.

We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribulational, and premillennial second coming of Christ; first to receive
His own to Himself, and later to set up His earthly kingdom and to reign over redeemed Israel and all nations; that
is, to bring peace and blessing to the whole world.

We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior are born again of the Holy Spirit and Word
of God, receive the Holy Spirit and a new nature, and also are baptized by the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ.

We believe that God is the spiritual Father of only those who trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Savior; and that only
those saved through faith in Christ are spiritual brothers.

We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the unjust; the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the
everlasting punishment of the unsaved.

Contact Information

Monday-Friday 7:45 AM- 4:25 PM EST Lifestone Ministries
Customer Service: (800) 638-9988 Union Gospel Press Division
19695 Commerce Parkway
@ customerservice@uniongospelpress.com Cleveland, Ohio 44130

www.lifestoneministries.org



-\"“,i' 5 1
Q Lr_’ e ) 4 &
5 b " \ b¢\'; \"("_-:J"‘ v
& Nyl e f ¥ 4

T Ry A e - e

b
L

¥
{y
:‘..’J‘w_"!('

HAq

o

>

N4 )

Building Relationships
With Jesus Christ

Jesus gave the church a mission: Tell everyone, everywhere about the love of God and make disciples
in Jesus’ name. Because of His command, our focus at LifeStone has been and always will be discipleship.

LifeStone Ministries’ roots go back to 1895, when Reverend William B. Musselman and seven women
from his church began a home missionary ministry that would become the Gospel Worker Society.
Together, they set out to reach people who were not being reached by the churches in their communities
and to encourage people to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Savior from sin. They
expanded their ministry by starting Union Gospel Press, through which they produced their own
literature to spread the gospel. The Gospel Workers have all passed on to glory, but the labors they
began for the Lord over one hundred years ago continue today through LifeStone Ministries. What
started in local churches has now expanded on a global scale without losing sight of our core mission,
which is empowering disciples to make disciples.

LifeStone’s focus is to build Christian leaders’ conviction and confidence to help transform people into
the image of Christ through biblical resources and real-life application training. We believe the best
place to start is learning the Word of God in community with one another. Our curriculum lineup
includes weekly Bible studies for ages four through adult, featuring a fresh, new topic of study every
quarter. We also produce llluminate Bible Series, a daily Bible curriculum for grades 1 through 12.

T BISCIPLESAIP MINISTRIES:
e awww.UnionGospelPress.com
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